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"Water

inquiry/

move
sought

PERCHLORATE: A senator _
wants a state board to take
over anInland
contamination prébe,

BY SHARON McNARY
THE PRESE ENTERPRISE

State Sen. Nell Soto on Friday
accused the Santa Ang Reglonal
Water Quality Conlrol Board of
holding secret, fllegal talks about
perchlorate contamination in
Inland area wells and agked the
board’s parent ageuncy to take
over an investigation.

“While the Regional Board
holds secret sessions, it is estl-
mated that in my Digtrict there
msy be a 20 milion gallon pér day
shortfall of drinidng water,” Soto,
D-Pomona, wrote to Attomey
General Bl Lockyer.

Soto’s district includes areas of
Rialto, Fontang and Colton where
perchiorate hag been detected il
groundwater’ Four water refail-
ers have clogsed 19 wells after
finding the chemical, which is
uged in the manufacture of rock-
e} fuel, explosives and firewarks
1tis befleved to damage the thy-

roid, ..

Soto said she doubted the abil-
ity of the regional board to man-
age “u massive groundwater con-
tamination crists,” and asked
the California State Water
Resources Control Board to as-
swme investigation of perchlarate
pollution in the Sah Bernardino

Valley

Santa Ana re.glonnl anrd
Executive Officer * Gerard
Thibeault sald the perchlorate
issue was hig ataf's highest pri-
ority and that it should remain
under the the regionskboard’s ju-
risdiétion.

*We'll be aurprised if
has any good scientific ratioﬁale
for moving this investigation to
another jurisdiction,” Thibeault

satd.

Soto also asked the state re-
sources hoard fo rescind the re-
glonal hoard's Sept. 13 vote 1ift-
ing cleanup and shatement or-
ders against Gpodrich Corp
and Kwikset Corp The vote
took place in a closed session
that had not been gdvertised on
the agenda.

The two companies were ac-
cused by the regional board of
polluting groundwater in the
vicinity of San Bernardine
County’s Mid-Valley Sanitary
Landfll.

Regional board Chairwoman
Carole Beswick sald that delib-
eration of the Issue in executive
session following a daylong open
hearing was inadvertently omit-
ted from the board's agendas,
and that she would be willing to
rescind the board's vote and dis-
cuss the issue in public,

Thibeault sald the regional
board is permitted tmder
law to deliberate enforcement
actions in closed session and
that the board's aitorney proper-
1y anmounced the reasons for the
session. .

S
Reach Sharon McNary ot (YOY)M
~iBeis rrch

nremeron

7007 1¢ °31deg ostadiejuy ssoxg oyg,

—

R0 FS FE




